Leichhardt Saints Football Club

“Good evening Councillors,

My name is Ruby Bruce, and I’'ve proudly played for the Leichhardt Saints Football Club
for 18 years since | was 6 years old. As a long-serving player, former Vice-President and
current Committee member, | speak tonight with a deep commitment to our club and the
broader sporting community.

In May 2019, | advocated for all-weather fields in this very chamber. Over five years later,
no new all-weather fields have been established in our area, and our need is even more
pressing.

As a current player on the Leichhardt Saints Women’s Premier Team—champions of eight
titles in the past ten years and competing for our ninth this Sunday—I witness firsthand
the missed opportunities for women and girls in our local area due to inadequate
facilities. This Sunday, we’ll be playing on an all-weather surface in a neighbouring Local
Council area, underscoring the stark disparity between our resources and those available
elsewhere.

I also would like to address the motion proposing that the Council convene meetings with
local sporting groups to discuss field maintenance before considering new all-weather
installations. While addressing maintenance issues is important, this motion feels like
another delay. Local football clubs, including ours, have been clear about our needs for
years—myself included in 2019. We need action, not further discussions.

Since my first season in 2005, our club has seen a significant rise in women and girls
playing football. In 2019, we had 292 female players; this year, 376. With over 1,700
players total, we are at capacity. We’ve maximized our field allocation for weeknight
training and cannot host regular home games for all teams due to space constraints. The
frequent washouts this year alone show that natural turf fields can’t meet the demand.

Our President has previously detailed why Balmain Road Sportsground is an ideal site for
an all-weather surface and a perfect fit for our community’s needs. This is not just about
convenience; it’s about providing a safe, reliable environment for our players to thrive.

Our club and Balmain have clearly outlined our needs. The time for action is now. Delay
tactics only keep our players on subpar fields and stall necessary improvements. By
supporting the installation of all-weather fields at Balmain Road and Waterfront Drive,
Inner West Council can address these urgent needs and ensure equitable facilities for all.

Let’s act decisively and support our local athletes by providing the quality facilities they
deserve. Thank you for your attention and commitment to our community’s sports and
future.”



