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Inner West Council will vote on a proposal to deliver two new all-weather sporting fields in
Callan Park to allow more children to participate in local sport.

A motion tabled for the August Council meeting by Mayor Darcy Byrne and Councillor Philippa
Scott would see new rectangular, all weather playing surfaces provided at both the Waterfront
Drive and Balmain Road sporting fields in Callan Park.

The proposalis supported by the Balmain District Football Club and the Leichhardt Saints
Football Club, this year these clubs serve a combined 4,374 participants including 3,236 junior
footballers.

Massive growth in registration of women and girls at both clubs has increased demand for more
and better facilities for training and games.

Two all-weather sporting fields in Callan Park will approximately double the use of these
grounds and ensure that they remain open for use during wet weather.

Without new facilities, which increase utilisation of sporting fields, the growth in participation of
female sport will be limited and more local children and young people will end up being turned
away from participating in local sport.

The design would also seek to incorporate disability access for a range of sporting activities.

These fields would be delivered using modern technology and cork infill, which has already
been successfully implemented at other all-weather surfaces in the Inner West and across
Sydney, including at Lambert Park and Tempe Reserve.

The proposed fields would make use of less than 2 per cent of the 61 hectares of space in
Callan Park but would massively increase community use of the park.

The proposal also includes a new fenced, off-leash dog walking area to support local dog
walkers to use Callan Park. The location of the area will be determined through consultation
with local dog walkers.

The approximate cost for the project is $7 million - $8 million, to be funded from a $20 million
commitment made by the NSW Government to improve Rozelle Parklands and provide
additional sporting and recreation facilities nearby.



Quotes attributable to Inner West Mayor Darcy Byrne:

Without new all-weather sporting fields we are in danger of an ever-increasing number of local
children missing out on the health and social benefits of participating in sport.

Following the Matildas success and the influx of women and girls into football, these two new
playing surfaces in Callan Park are desperately needed.

The welfare of local kids must be our priority and we want to see an end to children being
disappointed when half their season is washed out due to rain.

Quotes attributable to Councillor Philippa Scott:

These new facilities create the infrastructure that will support the continued expansion of
women and girls' participation in sport.

With weather-proof fields that can be used more efficiently, more teams can be registered,
more games will go ahead when it rains, and Callan Park will support more community activity.

Quotes attributable to Balmain District Football Club President Paul Avery:
Local football players have been calling for all-weather fields in our area for over a decade.

The washouts this year have highlighted how dire the situation is, with thousands of local
players sitting at home rather than being outside playing sport.

As Australia’s largest community football club, with over 3,100 players, we have a chronic
shortage of fields in our local area.

These all-weather fields will help cater for the record number of players that both clubs already
have and for the hundreds turned away this season.

Quotes attributable to Leichhardt Saints Football Club President Matt Bowen:

Leichhardt Saints are thrilled by the proposed development of two new all-weather sporting
fields for the local community.

This initiative will not only greatly enhance the Inner West’s recreational facilities but also
create more opportunities for local children to actively engage in football.

We commend the Council for their commitment to promoting a healthy and active lifestyle
among all members of the community.
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