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LEICHHARDT SAINTS FOOTBALL CLUB 
www.leichhardtsaints.com. 
 
2013 PLAYERS 
REGISTRATION HANDBOOK 

Please take the time to read this handbook. It contains important information on player 
registrations and the 2013 season including: 
 

 CDSFA Code of Conduct  
 Parents Code of Conduct 
 Players Dress Code & Safety 
 LSFC Photography Policy 
 Training and Grading Policies  
 Wet Weather 
 Accident Support Program 

 

REGISTRATION -  Returning Players   -  Sunday 3rd february;    

              New players       -  Sunday 10th February.   

Registration after 6 February will be subject to availability of places and team numbers.  

TEAM FORMATION & GRADING TRIALS –  

will ideally take place over the last 3 weeks of February 

Please check our website for confirmed starting dates 

 Trials, to assist in Team Formation (under 8 and up) will take place over the last three weeks of 
February. This process ensures players are in teams with others of a similar standard, as well as helping 
to select the players for the highest graded team(s)  in each age group.   It is therefore requested that 
new players attend the trials.  Please see page 4 for the Club’s Grading Policy.  

 Further trials will be held the following week for some of these age groups, as deemed necessary, to 
form teams to the optimum benefit of all.  You will be advised if it is necessary to attend again at the 
conclusion of the first or second session.  Attendance at grading is not compulsory, but recommended if 
you wish to play at your appropriate skill level. 

  Not all ages will be graded at all sessions. 

 If, following Registration, it becomes apparent that other age groups require grading to form competitive 
teams with the players available, details will be posted on the website and distributed via the Club mail 
list.  Any changes to training times will also be posted on the club website. 

 NO GRADING TRIALS FOR UNDER 6s & 7s. 

TRAINING  STARTS  - U7 & up starts at the beginning of March. 

U6’s will commence training  mid March.  5pm. 

Please check our website for confirmed starting dates 

COMPETITION STARTS – Early  April 2013 

 

Appointments 

Mon - Fri 7.30am-6pm 

Sat 7.30am-1pm 

Drummoyne Ph: 9819 7800  
 
LSFC Email  enquiries to the Administrator on admin@leichhardtsaints.com 
Leichhardt Saints Football Club    PO Box 821 Leichhardt 2040    ABN: 12 814 998 416 

 

http://www.leichhardtsaints.com/
mailto:admin@leichhardtsaints.com
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CANTERBURY AND DISTRICT 
SOCCER FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

 PLAYERS CODE OF CONDUCT  

1. Play by the rules.  
2. Never argue with a referee or assistant referee. If you disagree, have 

your captain, coach or manager approach the official on your behalf.  
3. Control your temper. Verbal abuse of officials and sledging other players, deliberately 

distracting or provoking an opponent are not acceptable or permitted behaviours in soccer.  
4. Work equally hard for yourself and your team. Your team's performance will benefit and so will 

you.  
5. Be a good sport; recognise all good plays whether they are part of your team or the 

opposition.  
6. Treat all participants in soccer as you like to be treated. Do not bully or take unfair advantage 

of other competitors.  
7. Cooperate with your coach, team-mates and opponents. Without them there would be no 

game.  
8. Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit, not just to please parents & coaches.  
9. Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of their gender, ability, 

cultural background or religion.  

 PARENTS CODE OF CONDUCT 

1. Remember that children participate in sport for their enjoyment.  
2. Encourage children to participate, do not force them.  
3. Focus on the child's efforts and performance rather than winning or losing.  
4. Encourage children always to play according to the rules and to settle disagreements without 

resorting to hostility or violence.  
5. Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or losing a game.  
6. Remember that children learn best by example. Appreciate good performances and skilful 

plays by all participants.  
7. Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from all of soccer's activities.  
8. Respect official's decisions and teach children to do likewise.  
9. Show appreciation for volunteer coaches, officials and administrators. Without them, your child 

could not participate.  
10. Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person regardless of their gender, ability, 

cultural background or religion.  

 DRESS CODE AND SAFETY 

1.  All players are required to wear football boots and shin pads for training and games.      Club 
shorts and socks should be worn to all games. These are available for purchase from the Club, 
at training nights, usually from, or near, the canteen at King George Park. 

2. The playing strips are provided to the team by the Club and are to be worn at games only.  
They need to be kept together by the team and returned at the end of the season. For showing 
the Club colours off the field, the Club has a selection of merchandise for sale – caps, beanies, 
bags, polo shirts, all-weather jackets and fleece tops. 

3.  Jewellery, including earrings and wedding rings, cannot be worn for games. 
4. Players should come to games with a water bottle. Sharing is not allowed. Most grounds have 

canteens for the sale of drinks and snacks. 
5. Parents should remember that their children remain their responsibility at training and games. 

It is very dark in parts of King George during the winter, and coaches cannot also be child 
minders! 
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 LEICHHARDT SAINTS FOOTBALL CLUB 

 CLUB PHOTO AND WEB SITE POLICY 

The Club requests that members grant permission, when signing the 
registration form, for photos of players, club members, family and friends 
taken at training or on match days, be available for use in Club 
publications, notably the Club web site and annual yearbook.  At times, photos of club players may 
also be used by the CDFSA or FootballNSW for publicity associated with the promotion of football 
and association activities. For photographs used on the Club website, names of Junior players will 
not be used unless separate permission is obtained at the time of publication.   

If you do not wish to have your photo, or the photo of your child, used in Club or associated 
football publications, please contact a Club Official at registration so your preference can be 
recorded. 

If you feel that a photo has been posted to the web site in contravention of this policy please notify 
the webmaster and the photo will be removed. 

If you have any questions regarding this policy, or wish to revise your permission during the 
season, please contact the Club Secretary at secretary@leichhardtsaints.com  

 CLUB TRAINING AND GAMES POLICY (Abridged) 

Leichhardt Saints encourages participation in Football, and expects players to be given equal 
opportunities on the field to develop skills to their best potential. Regular attendance at one training 
session per week is considered reasonable and a fair expectation for team 'membership'. 

Rotation of players - Each player is entitled to similar amounts of game time during the course of 
the season, regardless of division.  This ruling may be suspended if the player regularly turns up 
less than 15 minutes before the start of a match, does not attend training, or clearly misbehaves. 

For finals and grand finals, each regular player present must be fielded.  It is up to the discretion of 
the coach &/or manager for how long they play. 

Additional training - Opportunities for additional training sessions, if requested by a coach, are 
limited and cannot be a requirement for team membership. Additional training times are limited by 
access to King George Oval, players other commitments and parents' expectations.  Subject to the 
display of equal commitment (attendance at training and games), all players, regardless of age, 
division or ability, should enjoy equal time on the field.  

Notwithstanding, the Club understands that graded teams and teams entering a finals competition may 
benefit from additional training. Any coach seeking additional training times must; 

 Inform players that attendance at extra training is optional and will not effect grading or 
player selection or match-play time, and  

 Contact the Club to discuss suitable times and/or locations that will not compromise training 
access for other teams and thereby to ensure all players are covered by Insurance.  

Before committing a team to additional training nights, coaches may wish to consider a number of 
alternative options including: 

 Homework drills (involve parents in this)  

 Fitness sessions (a team jog)  

 Work on specific players and areas of play with more intensive coaching utilising two or 
more 'assistant' coaches (other parents?) within the existing training times  

 Increase in the length of the existing single training session (for older teams). 

For full policy and other club policy documents go to www.leichhardtsaints.com  
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TEAM FORMATION & GRADING POLICY 

Leichhardt Saints Football Club (LSFC) is a family oriented sports club. We believe in promoting 
participation in our game, equal opportunity for all players, development of football and team skills, 
and above all, enjoyment of the game. 

The Club believes that placing players in a grade appropriate to their skill level plays a significant 
role in achieving these objectives. The grading policy aims to promote these objectives, and is not 
about winning. 

Grading gives players the opportunity to: 

 be in (and play against) teams with other players of similar attitude and ability,  

 have an equal opportunity to participate, and  

 have an equal opportunity to contribute to the team's performance.  

These conditions provide the best circumstances for development of football and team skills and 
enjoyment through participation and achievement. 

The Club recognises that individual players have different motivations for playing football ranging 
from highly competitive to social recreation. Through appropriate grading and player placement 
the Club aims to cater for all players and believes that everyone can benefit from the grading 
process. 

Whilst the Club encourages all players to take part in the grading/player placement process, it is 
not compulsory. Players will have the opportunity to play with friends in non-graded teams 
whenever this is possible in conjunction with the grading process. 

The grading policy applies to all age groups from under 8s up. 

U6/U7: No specific grading. However the Age Coordinator is responsible for the placement of 
players in teams and will take into account past experience (where applicable) and other requests 
entered on the Registration form. Requests may include for a player to move up or down teams. 
Parents are reminded to consider the Grading Policy Statement, which states that players will 
have the best opportunity to develop if they play and train with others of similar ability. Players 
returning to LSFC will be given priority in the player placement process and no player will be 
required, if unwilling, to move teams in U6/U7. Player placement/movement will be applied within 
these parameters by the Age Coordinator in consultation with Coaches where appropriate. 

Teams U8 and above: Half the teams in each age group will be graded. If there are four teams in 
an age group two will be graded. If there are 3 teams the coaching Director will decide if 1 or 2 
teams will be graded. If there are 5 teams the coaching Director will decide if 2 or 3 teams will be 
graded. Grading will necessarily be subject to numbers participating. LSFC encourages all players 
to participate in grading even if nominating for a non-graded team. Refer to LSFC's Grading Policy 
Statement. 

Implementation: The grading process will be conducted by the LSFC Coaching Director and 
his/her nominees. The Coaching Director will endeavour to have at least one other grading 
panellist who is independent of the age group. Consultation with coaches will be at the discretion 
of the Coaching Director. The Age Coordinator will assist in managing the grading process and all 
parent inquiries will be addressed to the Age Coordinator. The decision of the Coaching Director is 
final. Should the Age Coordinator be unable to resolve a dispute regarding the grading process the 
decision of the LSFC President will be final. 
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Antonello Palmisani.  
B.Optom (Hons). 

OPSM Norton Plaza 

Shop T3 Norton Plaza 

Shopping Centre 

55 Norton Street 

Leichhardt 

Telephone: 02 9568 5200 
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VOLUNTEERING – The Club needs you! 

Our Club is run on a voluntary basis and cannot operate without assistance of parents and 
friends to manage and coach the teams, act as ground officials and help with Club duties. 

It's not hard to get involved. Coaching courses are run at the beginning of the season, 
detailed Manager's Packs are given to each team, and the Committee members are here to 
support and assist.  To carry out any of these "official" jobs, you need to register with the 
CDSFA by completing the Officials registration form.  This ensures you have agreed to the 
appropriate CDSFA Code of Conduct, are not a prohibited person under the Child Protection 
Act, and importantly, are covered by the relevant insurances provided by Football NSW.  

Coaches and managers – All teams require coaches and managers. Our club supports 
volunteers with resources such as coach the coaches and visits from Coaching director Tom 
Alexakis. 

The Canteen -This is our major source of fund raising. The funds raised contribute towards 
the equipment used by the players and, very importantly, the trophies at the end of the 
season.  It costs approximately $500 every year to equip one team. 

Each junior team will be assigned Canteen Duty for a few hours about twice a year, when 
they have a Home Game at King George. You will be advised when by your manager.  

Please also offer to help out on training nights, whether behind the counter or on the BBQ. It is 
very difficult to do everything on your own, and it can be the warmest place in the Winter! 

Most importantly, please support the canteen as a customer. 

Ground set-up - If you have a Home Game at King George and are the first team for the day 
you will be asked to set up your field. All team members should arrive at least 45 minutes 
before kick-off and be prepared to help. If your game is late starting it will be cut short to 
enable the following game to begin on time. Our Ground Manager will be there to open the 
container, get the equipment out, and make sure you know what to do. 

The draw will indicate whether or not you are the "Home" team.  It is possible to have Home 
Games at fields other than King George, but generally you will not need to set up other fields. 

During the game – Ground Officials and Referees - The CDSFA Rules of Association 
require every team has at least one ground official at their game.  Each LSFC team will 
receive a yellow Official's vest, so you will need to decide who wears it!  Please nominate one 
or two parents (other than the coach or manager of that team) who can take on the job. 

U6, U7, U8 and U9 teams need to provide a referee for home games. Any unbiased parent 
can do it. For U10 and up, CDSRA (Referees Association) usually provide an official referee - 
and often linesmen.  If not, the Home Team may be expected to provide the referee and both 
teams a linesman.  Both teams have to agree to using the particular "unofficial" referee.  

Parents/players in each team should take turns in taking the shirts home to be washed after 
each game.  They are to be kept together, and returned at the end of the season.  

Ground pack-up - If you are the last team at King George for your field you will need to pack 
up. Please do it neatly as it makes it much easier for the next team to set up. The Ground 
Manager and/or your Manager or Coach can provide instruction and guidance.  

Other useful information -Playing field locations used by Clubs in the CDSFA can be found 
under Venues at www.footballcanterbury.com.au and on the Club Website, which includes 
maps. 

The FFA terms, rules and statutes that you agreed to abide by when registering to play can 
be found at www.footballaustralia.com.au under Inside FFA, Statutes and Regulations. 

The CDSFA Rules of Association (incorporating the Mode of Competition) can be found at 
www.footballcanterbury.com.au on the Documents page. 

http://www.footballcanterbury.com.au/
http://www.footballcanterbury.com.au/
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WET WEATHER  

Cancelled Games 

If it is raining on game day and you are playing at King George, (or in the Leichhardt 
Municipality), the Council hotline - 9367 9190 - is updated after the grounds are checked, 
usually by around 8.00am, and the Council’s website Wet Weather Information is also 
updated (see below).   If you are playing elsewhere, the Club Competition Secretary will, 
where possible, inform the Managers of teams affected. Ground closures for weekend 
games are also posted on www.footballcanterbury.com.au, generally as soon as they are 
known. 

Unless you learn otherwise, please go to the ground prepared to play as games are 
sometimes played in the rain and it may not be wet in other parts of Sydney.  

For information on ground closures due to wet weather, please do not ring the club 
direct. This ties up the phone line unnecessarily.  Please make arrangements with your 
team manager to co-ordinate when games are cancelled. 

Training Nights 

If it is raining, or has recently rained, on a training night, grounds may be closed and no 
one is allowed to train. Teams breaching this requirement place the Club’s lease of 
grounds in jeopardy.  The wet weather line for King George (9367 9190) is updated by 
3pm when necessary.  You can also go to www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au and look under 
Recreation/ Parks & Sporting Grounds/ Wet Weather Information. An email message will 
also be sent out to subscribers on the Club mail list, time permitting. If the ground is open, 
training is optional. Some teams like to train in the rain!  
Your registration Declaration – Agreed to when you signed your registration papers. 

I, as a player (or as a parent or guardian of a junior player), hereby declare,  

 I am applying to Football Federation Australia to register with LSFC as an AMATEUR Player and agree to comply with its 

terms (unless otherwise indicated), Statutes and the Laws of the Game. 

 I have received a copy of the current LSFC Players Information Handbook  

 I agree to abide by the CDSFA Players Code of Conduct, a copy of which is contained within the LSFC handbook. 

 I agree to the terms of accident insurance offered by the Football NSW and BJS Insurance Group (the Accident Support 

Program), a copy of which is contained in the LSFC Handbook.  

 I am not under suspension by any sporting organisation, 

 I have not contracted or signed to play for any other soccer team this year,  

 I am duly qualified to play for this team according to the rules of the Association,  

 There are no monies or property owing by me to any Club or Association,  

 I have read the above information regarding my details on this form and it is correct and true,  

 That I have had the opportunity to read the rules of the Association and will abide by these rules and any decision(s) of 

Canterbury and District Soccer Football Association Inc. (CDSFA), 

 I am willing, as a player and/or as a parent or guardian of a junior player, to follow directives of Club Officials and to volunteer 

when required to ensure the efficient running of the Club, 

 I understand that LSFC will undertake to exercise all reasonable care in the conduct of its activities, but declines to accept 

responsibility for accidents occurring as a consequence of my, or my child’s, participation in such activities. 

 I understand that I will be included on the LSFC mailing list so I will have all the latest information. 

 
For Injury Prevention 
Sports Lab is available to assist teams and coaches with various injury prevention strategies 
throughout the season. To take advantage of these services, please email either Matt 
Fernandez or David Pugh or phone: 9819 7800. Please allow 20-30 minutes per session. 
 
Special Offer for Saints 
Sports Lab has special offers including a 20% discount on all services for members of 
Leichhardt Saints.  Visit www.leichhardtsaints.com to find out all about the offer.  Services 
include Physiotherapy, Chiropractic, Massage, Dietetics and Nutrition, Exercise Physiology, 
Biomechanical Podiatry, Pilates, Core Stability Training and Dry Needling. 
 

To receive your discount, let reception know that you are a Leichhardt Saints Football Club 
player at the time of booking. 

http://www.footballcanterbury.com.au/
http://www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au/
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LEICHHARDT SAINTS FOOTBALL CLUB 

2013 OFFICIALS 

REGISTRATION HANDBOOK 
 

for COACHES, MANAGERS, GROUND 
AND CLUB OFFICIALS 

Thank you for offering to become involved in coaching or managing a Leichhardt Saints football team, 

being a ground official or volunteering for other official club duties.  Please take the time to read this 

booklet. It contains important information on being a volunteer official including:  

 CDSFA Code of Conduct 

 Ground officials Duties 

 Child Protection Statement 

 Club Training and Games Policy 

SOME IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE START OF THE SEASON. 

TEAM FORMATION TRIALS– The last 3 weeks of March – Check our website for confirmed 

dates.  

Trials, to assist in Team Formation (under 8 and up) will take place commencing the week of 8 

February.  Check our website for details.  No grading trials for under 6s & 7s. 

TRAINING  STARTS  -  U7 & up starts at the beginning of March 

 U6’s will commence training  mid March 5pm.  

Details of training days for each age group will be posted on the website and distributed via the Club 

mail list following confirmation of ground availability and team numbers. 

COMPETITION STARTS - Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 April.  

 

Appointments 

Mon - Fri 7.30am-6pm 

Sat 7.30am-1pm 

Drummoyne Ph: 9819 7800  

Email  enquiries to the Administrator, on admin@leichhardtsaints.com 

Leichhardt Saints Football Club    PO Box 821 Leichhardt 2040    ABN: 12 814 998 416 

 

This years committee and management team: 

President Liam Griffiths  Secretary Liza Schaeper Treasurer Debbie Wood Snr Vice President 

Scott Wilson Jnr Vice President Howard Charles  Registrar Andrew Williams Equipment Officer 

Tom Browell Assist. Equipment Officer Rafael Chemke Canteen Manager Laurel Lawrence 

CDSFA Reps Tony Reed & Howard Charles  Sponsorship Coordinator  Sam Cosentino Women’s 

Football Rep Liza Schaeper Member Protection Information Officer Howard Charles      Ordinary 

Members Nick buchanan, Jim merewether Results Recorder Robert Owe Young  Ground 

Managers Don Goodman & Ken Lawrence  Coaching Director Tom Alexakis   Junior 

Development Officer Tony Reed Webmaster Adrian Rice  

The Club committee meets every first Tuesday of the Month.  If you would like to have a matter 

raised, please contact the Club Administrator at least 3 days prior to the meeting date.  

 

mailto:admin@leichhardtsaints.com
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Leichhardt Saints Football Club    PO Box 821 Leichhardt 2040    ABN: 12 814 998 416 

 

CANTERBURY AND DISTRICT 

SOCCER FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

▼ COACHES CODE OF CONDUCT  

1. Remember that junior players participate for pleasure and winning is only 

part of the fun.  

2. Never ridicule or yell at a junior player for making a mistake or not winning.  

3. Be reasonable in your demands on players' time, energy and enthusiasm.  

4. Operate within the rules and spirit of the game and teach your players to do the same.  

5. Ensure that the time players spend with you is a positive experience. All junior players are 

deserving of equal attention and opportunities.  

6. Avoid overplaying the talented players; the just average need and deserve equal time.  

7. Ensure that equipment and facilities meet safety standards and are appropriate to the age and 

ability of all players.  

8. Display control, respect and professionalism to all involved with the sport. This includes 

opponents, coaches, officials, administrators, the media, parents and spectators. Encourage your 

players to do the same.  

9. Show concern and caution toward sick and injured players. Follow the advice of a physician when 

determining whether an injured player is ready to recommence training or competition.  

10. Obtain appropriate qualifications and keep up to date with the latest coaching practices and the 

principles of growth and development of young players.  

11. Any physical contact with a junior player should be appropriate to the situation and necessary for 

the player's development.  

12.  Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person regardless of their gender, ability, 

cultural background or religion.  

 

▼ MANAGERS / OFFICIALS CODE OF CONDUCT  

 

1. Modify rules and regulations to match the skill levels and needs of young people.  

2. Compliment and encourage all participants.  

3. Be consistent, objective and courteous when making decisions.  

4. Condemn unsporting behaviour and promote respect for all opponents.  

5. Emphasise the spirit of the game rather than the errors.  

6. Encourage and promote rule changes, which will make participation more enjoyable.  

7. Be a good sport yourself. Actions speak louder than words.  

8. Keep up to date with the latest trends in officiating and the principles of growth and development 

of young players.  

9. Remember, you set an example. Your behaviour and comments should be positive and supportive.  

10. Place the safety and welfare of the participants above all else.  

11. Give all young people a 'fair go' regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion.  

 

▼ OTHER IMPORTANT POLICY INFORMATION 

 

Coaches, Managers and Officials should also read and be familiar with the following Football NSW 

Policies. These documents are available from the Club website. 

 Lightning Policy 

 Hot Weather Policy 

 Sun Smart Policy;  

 Smoking Policy  
 

If carrying out Ground Official duties, please be aware that it states in our lease for King George Park 

that “the Council will not permit consumption of liquor during use of a sporting ground by the Club”.  

Many other Councils have the same condition.  Use your common sense enforcing it! 
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▼ GROUND OFFICIALS DUTIES 

The Rules of Association for the Canterbury District Soccer Football Association require that each 

Club provide at least one official for each field that is being played upon, and that the official must be 

clearly visible and be identified.  

This is a pre-requisite for play proceeding and each team will receive an Official's vest.  It cannot be 

the Coach or Manager, so teams need to nominate one or two other parents who can take on the job.  

The following are the basic requirements of the Ground Official: 

1. Make themselves known to the Referee before the start of each match, and remain visible to 

him/her; 

2. Assist in ensuring that teams are ready to start games at the scheduled kick off time; 

3. Ensure that spectators do not encroach onto the playing field during the match, and that no one 

climbs or swings on the goalposts at any time, 

4. Ensure that the area behind the goal area is kept clear at all times, and that warm-up sessions 

are kept away from the field of play, 

5. Ensure that only eligible parents (ie coaches & managers with registration cards) are on the 

playing field side of the ropes, and that no one (including these people) enters the field of play 

to treat injured players etc. unless signalled by the referee, 

6. Assist the Referee as requested at any time, 

7. Help keep the peace in the event of any particularly unruly parents or over-zealous and 

unsportsmanlike barracking, and get assistance if necessary, 

8. Ensure that alcohol is not consumed in the immediate vicinity of the playing field until after 

completion of the last match. 

9. Assist with any disputes by consulting the rule book, checking with another official, 

particularly the Ground Manager, or asking him/her to phone a Club committee member for 

clarification. Folders containing the FIFA "Laws of the Game", CDSFA Code of Conduct and 

CDSFA Rules of Association, plus the CDSFA Mini and non-competitive Rules, are in the 

Canteen at King George. Hopefully other Clubs are as well organised!! 

 

Many of the above duties may not apply to under 6 to under 9 games.  A Ground Official is still 

required at these games; in particular to make sure parents, siblings, dogs, etc. are kept back a metre or 

so from the sideline. Many of the smaller fields are not roped off. 

In all other matters pertaining to ground control, the Club & Ground Official must ensure that 

no conduct is permitted that would be prejudicial to the Club or Association. 

▼ PLAYERS DRESS CODE AND SAFETY 

1. All players are required to wear football boots and shin pads for training and games. Club shorts 

and socks should be worn to all games. These are available for purchase from the Club, at training 

nights, usually from, or near, the canteen at King George Park. 

2. The playing strips are provided to the team by the Club and are to be worn at games only.  They 

need to be kept together by the team and returned at the end of the season. For showing the Club 

colours off the field, the Club has a selection of merchandise for sale – caps, beanies, bags, polo 

shirts, fleece tops and weather-proof jackets. 

3. Jewellery, including earrings and wedding rings, cannot be worn for games. 

4. Players should come to games with a water bottle. Sharing is not allowed. Most grounds have 

canteens for the sale of drinks and snacks. 

5. Parents should remember that their children remain their responsibility at training and games. It is 

very dark in parts of King George during the winter, and coaches or managers should not also be 

expected to be child minders! 
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▼  PROHIBITED PERSONS DECLARATION (CHILD PROTECTION) 

 

In volunteering for a role in any official capacity for Leichhardt Saints associated with coaching, 

instruction, care or management of children playing for the club, the Club requests that you declare 

that you are not, at the time of registering with the Club or at any time during your volunteering role 

with the Club, a Prohibited Person under the Commission for Children and Young People Act 1998.   

This Act makes it an offence for a prohibited person (a person convicted of a serious sex offence, the 

murder of a child or a child-related personal violence offence, as well as a Registrable person under the 

Child Protection (Offenders Registration) Act 2000) to apply for or otherwise attempt to obtain, 

undertake or remain in, child-related employment.  It does not apply if an order from the Industrial 

Relations Commission, Administrative Decisions Tribunal or Commission for Children and Young 

People, declares that the Act does not apply to a person in respect of a specific offence.   

For further information on what is child-related employment, see the Working With Children 

Employers Guidelines on www.kids.nsw.gov.au. 

Section 33B of the Commission for Children and Young People Act 1998 defines a serious sex 

offence as: 

 an offence involving sexual activity or acts of indecency committed in New South Wales and 

that was punishable by penal servitude or imprisonment for 12 months or more; or  

 an offence involving sexual activity or acts of indecency committed elsewhere and that would 

have been an offence punishable by penal servitude or imprisonment for 12 months or more, if 

it had been committed in New South Wales; or 

 an offence under section 80D or 80E (sexual servitude) of the Crimes Act 1900, committed 

against a child; or 

 an offence under Sections 91D-91G (child prostitution, other than if committed by a child 

prostitute) of the Crimes Act 1900 or a similar offence under a law other than a law of New 

South Wales; or 

 an offence under Section 91H, 578B or 578C (2A) (child pornography) of the Crimes Act 1900 

or a similar offence under a law other than a law of New South Wales; or 

 an offence of attempting, or of conspiracy or incitement, to commit an offence referred to in 

the preceding paragraphs; or 

 any other offence, whether under the law of New South Wales or elsewhere, prescribed by the 

regulations. 

Note: A conviction for carnal knowledge is classified as a serious sex offence under this 

legislation. 

Section 33B of the Commission for Children and Young People Act 1998 defines a child-related 

personal violence offence as an offence committed by an adult: 

 involving intentionally wounding or causing grievous bodily harm to a child; or 

 of attempting, or of conspiracy or incitement, to commit such an offence. 

 

Under Commission for Children and Young People Act 1998: 

 it is an offence for a Prohibited Person to apply for, or otherwise attempt to obtain, 

undertake or remain in child related employment; 

 employers must ask existing employees, both paid and unpaid, and preferred applicants for 

child-related employment to declare if they are a Prohibited Person or not; 

 all people in child-related employment must inform their employers if they are a Prohibited 

Person or remove themselves from child-related employment; and  

 Penalties are imposed for non compliance.   

         

 

Shop T3 Norton Plaza 

Shopping Centre 

55 Norton Street 

Leichhardt 

Telephone: 02 9568 5200 

 

http://www.kids.nsw.gov.au/
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▼ CLUB PHOTO AND WEB SITE POLICY 

 

The Club requests that members grant permission, when signing the registration 

form, for photos of players, club members, family and friends taken at training or on match days, be 

available for use in Club publications, notably the Club web site and annual yearbook.  At times, 

photos of club players may also be used by the CDFSA or Football NSW for publicity associated with 

the promotion of football and association activities. For photographs used on the Club website, names 

of Junior players will not be used unless separate permission is obtained at the time of publication.   

If you do not wish to have your photo, or the photo of your child, used in Club or associated football 

publications, please contact a Club Official at registration so your preference can be recorded. 

If you feel that a photo has been posted to the web site in contravention of this policy please notify the 

webmaster and the photo will be removed. 

If you have any questions regarding this policy, or wish to revise your permission during the season, 

please contact the Club Secretary at secretary@leichhardtsaints.com  

▼ CLUB TRAINING AND GAMES POLICY (Abridged) 

Leichhardt Saints encourages participation in Football, and expects players to be given equal opportunities 

on the field to develop skills to their best potential. Regular attendance at one training session per week is 

considered reasonable and a fair expectation for team 'membership'. 

Rotation of Players – Coaches and managers should ensure that each player in their team plays 

similar amounts of time during the course of the season, regardless of division.  This ruling may be 

suspended if the player regularly turns up less than 15 minutes before the start of a match, does not 

attend training, or clearly misbehaves. 

For finals and grand finals, each regular player present must be fielded.  It is up to the discretion of the 

coach &/or manager for how long they play. 

Non-compliance with the policy may result in the dismissal of a coach, manager or both. 

Additional training - Opportunities for additional training sessions, if requested by a coach, are 

limited and cannot be a requirement for team membership. Additional training times are limited by 

access to King George Oval, players other commitments and parents' expectations.  Subject to the 

display of equal commitment (attendance at training and games), all players, regardless of age, 

division or ability, should enjoy equal time on the field.  

Notwithstanding, the Club understands that graded teams and teams entering a finals competition may 

benefit from additional training. Any coach seeking additional training times must; 

 Inform players that attendance at extra training is optional and will not effect grading or player 

selection or match-play time, and  

 Contact the Club to discuss suitable times and/or locations that will not compromise training 

access for other teams and thereby to ensure all players are covered by Insurance.  

Before committing a team to additional training nights, coaches may wish to consider a number of 

alternative options including: 

 Homework drills (involve parents in this)  

 Fitness sessions (a team jog)  

 Work on specific players and areas of play with more intensive coaching utilising two or more 

'assistant' coaches (other parents?) within the existing training times  

 Increase in the length of the existing single training session (for older teams). 

For full policy and other club policy documents go to www.leichhardtsaints.com 
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▼  TEAM FORMATION POLICY 

Leichhardt Saints Football Club (LSFC) is a family oriented sports club. We believe in promoting 

participation in our game, equal opportunity for all players, development of football and team skills, 

and above all, enjoyment of the game. 

The Club believes that placing players in a grade appropriate to their skill level plays a significant role 

in achieving these objectives. The grading policy aims to promote these objectives, and is not about 

winning. 

Grading gives players the opportunity to: 

 be in (and play against) teams with other players of similar attitude and ability,  

 have an equal opportunity to participate, and  

 have an equal opportunity to contribute to the team's performance.  

These conditions provide the best circumstances for development of football and team skills and 

enjoyment through participation and achievement. 

The Club recognises that individual players have different motivations for playing football ranging 

from highly competitive to social recreation. Through appropriate grading and player placement the 

Club aims to cater for all players and believes that everyone can benefit from the grading process. 

Whilst the Club encourages all players to take part in the grading/player placement process, it is not 

compulsory. Players will have the opportunity to play with friends in non-graded teams whenever this 

is possible in conjunction with the grading process. 

Grading Policy 

The grading policy applies to all age groups from under 8s up. 

U6/U7: No specific grading. However the Age Coordinator is responsible for the placement of players 

in teams and will take into account past experience (where applicable) and other requests entered on 

the Registration form. Requests may include for a player to move up or down teams. Parents are 

reminded to consider the Grading Policy Statement, which states that players will have the best 

opportunity to develop if they play and train with others of similar ability. Players returning to LSFC 

will be given priority in the player placement process and no player will be required, if unwilling, to 

move teams in U6/U7. Player placement/movement will be applied within these parameters by the Age 

Coordinator in consultation with Coaches where appropriate. 

Teams U8 and above: Half the teams in each age group will be graded. If there are four teams in an 

age group two will be graded. If there are 3 teams the coaching Director will decide if 1 or 2 teams will 

be graded. If there are 5 teams the coaching Director will decide if 2 or 3 teams will be graded. 

Grading will necessarily be subject to numbers participating. LSFC encourages all players to 

participate in grading even if nominating for a non-graded team. Refer to LSFC's Grading Policy 

Statement. 

Implementation: The grading process will be conducted by the LSFC Coaching Director and his/her 

nominees. The Coaching Director will endeavour to have at least one other grading panellist who is 

independent of the age group. Consultation with coaches will be at the discretion of the Coaching 

Director. The Age Coordinator will assist in managing the grading process and all parent inquiries will 

be addressed to the Age Coordinator. The decision of the Coaching Director is final. Should the Age 

Coordinator be unable to resolve a dispute regarding the grading process the decision of the LSFC 

President will be final. 
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▼  VOLUNTEERING – The Club needs your team! 

Our Club is run on a voluntary basis and cannot operate without assistance of parents and friends to 

manage and coach the teams, act as ground officials and help with Club duties. 

It's not hard to get involved. Coaching courses are run before and throughout the season, detailed 

Manager's Packs are given to each team, and the Committee members are here to support and assist.  

To carry out any of these "official" jobs, you need to register with the CDSFA by completing the 

Officials registration form.  This ensures you agree to the relevant CDSFA Code of Conduct (on page 

2 of this booklet), are not a prohibited person under the Child Protection Act, and are covered by the 

relevant insurances provided by Football NSW.  

Coaches and managers – All teams require coaches and managers. Our club supports volunteers with 

resources such as coach the coaches and visits from Coaching director Tom Alexakis. 

The Canteen - This is our major source of fund raising. The funds raised contribute towards the 

equipment used by the players and, very importantly, the trophies at the end of the season.  It costs up 

to $500 every year to equip one team. 

Each junior team will be assigned Canteen Duty for a few hours about twice a year, when they have a 

Home Game at King George. The team manager will be advised of the dates and times for your team.  

Please ensure parents are rostered on for this duty.  

Please also offer to help out on training nights, whether behind the counter or on the BBQ. It is very 

difficult to do everything on your own, and it can be the warmest place in the Winter! 

Most importantly, please support the canteen as a customer. 

Ground set-up - If you have a Home Game at King George and are the first team for the day you will 

be asked to set up your field. All team members should arrive at least 45 minutes before kick-off and 

be prepared to help. If your game is late starting it will be cut short to enable the following game to 

begin on time. Our Ground Manager will be there to open the container, get the equipment out, and 

make sure you know what to do. 

The draw will indicate whether or not you are the "Home" team.  It is possible to have Home Games at fields 

other than King George, but generally you will not need to set up other fields. 

During the game - Ground Officials and Referees - The CDSFA Rules of Association require every 

team to provide at least one ground official for their games.  Each team will receive a yellow Official's 

vest, so you will need to decide who wears it!  Please nominate one or two parents (other than the 

coach or manager) who can take on the job.  See page 3. 

U6, U7, U8 and U9 plus occasionally U10 and U11 teams need to provide a referee for home games. 

Any unbiased parent or friend can do it. For U10 and up, CDSRA (Referees Association) endeavour to 

provide an official referee, and often linesmen.  If not, the Home Team may be expected to provide the 

referee and both teams the linesmen.  Both teams have to agree to using the "unofficial" referee.  

Parents/players in each team should take turns in taking the shirts home to be washed after each game.  

They are to be kept together, and returned to the Club at the end of the season.  

Ground pack-up - If you are the last team at King George for your field you will need to pack up. 

Please do it neatly as it makes it much easier for the next team to set up. As a manager or coach of a 

team, please provide instruction and guidance to other parents/players rather than do all the work 

yourself.  

Other useful information 

Playing field locations used by Clubs in the CDSFA can be found under Venues at 

www.footballcanterbury.com.au and on the Club Website, which includes maps.The CDSFA Rules of 

Association (incorporating the Mode of Competition) can be found at www.footballcanterbury.com.au 

on the Documents page. 

http://www.footballcanterbury.com.au/
http://www.footballcanterbury.com.au/
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▼  WET WEATHER  

Cancelled Games 

Coaches and managers should make communication arrangements with their team so that the manager 

can coordinate with the team when games are cancelled due to wet weather. 

If it is raining on game day and you are playing at King George, (or in the Leichhardt Municipality), 

please be aware that the Council hotline - 9367 9190, is updated after the grounds are checked, around 

8.00am.  You can also go www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au and look under Recreation/ Parks & Sporting 

Grounds/ Wet Weather Information.   If you are playing elsewhere, the Club Competition Secretary 

will, where possible, inform the managers of teams affected. Ground closures for weekend games are 

posted on www.footballcanterbury.com.au, when they are advised by Clubs.  Further information on 

wet weather contacts will be provided in the Manager’s packs at the start of the season. 

Unless you learn otherwise, please advise your team to go to the ground prepared to play as games are 

sometimes played in the rain or it may not be wet in other parts of Sydney.  Competitive games may 

also be moved to a ground that is not closed, where available. 

Training Nights 

If it is raining, or has recently rained, on a training night, grounds may be closed and no one is 

allowed to train. Teams breaching this requirement place the Club’s lease of grounds in jeopardy.  

The wet weather line for King George and other grounds under the control of Leichhardt Council 

(9367 9190), and the Council website (see above) are both updated by 3pm when necessary.  

An email message will also be sent out to subscribers on the Club mail list, time permitting, 

particularly when there may be doubt.   Encourage your team members to subscribe.  If the ground is 

open, training is optional. Some teams like to train in the rain!  

our registration Declaration – Agreed to when you signed your registration papers. 

I, in volunteering to undertake official duties for and on behalf of LSFC, hereby declare,  
 I have received a copy of the current LSFC Officials Registration Handbook  

 I agree to abide by the CDSFA Code of Conduct for coaches/managers/officials (as applicable) a copy of which is 

contained within the LSFC handbook. 

 I will abide by the Rules of the Association, Zero Tolerance Policy and any decision(s) of Canterbury and District 

Soccer Football Association Inc. (CDSFA), 

 I acknowledge that the CDSFA may take disciplinary action against me, if I breach the code of conduct. (I 

understand that the CDSFA is required to implement a complaints handling procedure in accordance with the principles 

of natural justice, in the event of an allegation made against me). 

 I acknowledge that disciplinary action against me may include de-registration and/or suspension and or fine by the 

CDSFA. 

 I am willing to follow directives of the Club Executive or their nominated officials and to abide by the Club’s 

policies, codes, rulings or decisions made from time to time by the LSFC committee, 

 I understand that LSFC will undertake to exercise all reasonable care in the conduct of its activities, but declines to 

accept responsibility for accidents occurring as a consequence of my participation in such activities, and 

 I am not under suspension by any sporting organisation. 

 I understand that I will be included on the LSFC mailing list so I will have all the latest information.. 

▼ INJURY PREVENTION 

Sports Lab is available to assist teams and coaches with various injury prevention strategies throughout 

the season. To take advantage of these services, please email either Matt Fernandez or David Pugh or 

phone: 9819 7800. Please allow 20-30 minutes per session. 

Special Offer for Saints 

Sports Lab has special offers including a 20% discount on all services for members of Leichhardt 

Saints.  Visit www.leichhardtsaints.com to find out all about the offer.  Services include 

Physiotherapy, Chiropractic, Massage, Dietetics and Nutrition, Exercise Physiology, Biomechanical 

Podiatry, Pilates, Core Stability Training and Dry Needling. 

To receive your discount, let reception know that you are a Leichhardt Saints Football Club player at 

the time of booking. 

 

http://www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.footballcanterbury.com.au/

